Transportation

· As the Senior Bay Area Democrat on Transportation, I aspire to continue my role as the point of contact on regional transportation projects and issues.  I intend to help develop and participate in an ongoing forum in which local business owners and elected officials can keep in constant communication and effectively coordinate strategies related to federal transportation projects.

· I intend to continue acting as the point of contact for local and regional leaders in the mission to extend BART to San Jose.  

Homeland Security

· To establish a lead center within the Department of Homeland Security in close proximity to not only Silicon Valley, but to Lawrence Livermore, Sandia, and Berkeley National Labs, as well as the University of California which manages the Los Alamos National Lab.  

· The proximity to Silicon Valley would allow DHS to tap into the biggest concentration of high-tech companies in the world, many of which are doing ground breaking work on homeland security.  The additional research would help to stimulate California’s technology sector, create jobs, and foster economic development. 

· As an original sponsor of the bill to that created the Department of Homeland Security, I continue to forcefully advocate for DHS to have a clear procurement strategy that will allow companies with innovative technology and cutting edge security applications to be in direct contact with the Department, and not forced to follow a bureaucratic path that leads nowhere.

Trade

· With the development of the new global economy, free trade policies must also be fair.  In shaping new American trade policies, I will continue to advocate that trade agreements that create incentives and mutually beneficial economic opportunities to all parties involved must also promote workers’ rights, labor and environmental standards.  Our leading role in the global market will not come at the expense of workers.

· As a free trade advocate, I understand the need to implement policies that allow U.S. businesses be competitive with emerging markets.  This must be done through free and fair trade.  

International Relations
I will continue my efforts to expand existing non-proliferation programs between the U.S. and Russia, and also fight to have existing programs like Nunn-Luger apply to the proliferation policies between the U.S. and China, North Korea, and other nations with nuclear capabilities.  This is an issue that crosses multiple policy streams, as we need policies that prevent displaced nuclear scientists from being forced to apply their knowledge in ways that raise serious national security concerns.

